
A SALFORD-born
artist has created a
mini clothed in the dif-
ferent fashions since it
was first launched in
the fifties.

Michele Pouncey
and her colleagues
from Hot Animations,
the company behind
Bob the Builder, spent
the last couple of
months transforming a
clapped-out mini into a
fashionable speedster.

The team of six only
had a limited budget
and their first job was
to ensure their car was
drivable as this week-
end it will be part of a
cavalcade of weird and
wonderful car creations
driving through

Manchester city centre.
The ‘Art Car Parade’

event has been organ-
ised by Salford-based
company Walk The
Plank to encourage

people to turn their
cars into artistic cre-
ations.

Michele’s mini is in
the ‘people’s choice’
category which is voted

for by the public on the
day.

The former
Clarendon Junior
School pupil said: “The
mini has been going
since the late 50s and
now it has become a
fashionable thing to
own. We wanted to
cover it in all the fab-
rics from the last 50
years to represent the
history.

“We’ve taken the
clothes, fabrics and tex-
tures which are a
reflection of the differ-
ent times through
which the mini has
continued.”

As a freelance artist
the project was right up
Michele’s street

although she admits it
was still a lot of work.

The 45-year-old, who
is running book mak-
ing workshops at the
Lowry next month,
said: “It has been fun, it
has been great and
we’ve all worked
together. It was a good
laugh and we’re all
dressing up in 50s and
60s clothes on the day.”

The event will kick
off at 11.30am in
Cathedral Gardens
with a chance to meet
the artists and look
around the cars.

The vehicles will set
off at 2.30pm and
arrive in Albert Square
at 3pm where the prizes
will be given out.

IF ANYONE should know how not to
put a foot wrong in the New York
Marathon, that person should be run-
ner Lindsay Fitzgerald.

Lindsay is a trained musculoskeletal
podiatrist and has treated many runners
and sports stars.

Now the 30-year-old, from Walkden, is
testing out her own stamina in the New
York race, on Sunday, November 4, in her
first full marathon.

Lindsay, who works for Knowsley
Primary Care Trust, as well as running
Axis Podiatry, her own sports injuries
treatment clinic, is hoping to raise over
£1,500 for Bowel Cancer UK.

She said: “I have been running since
2004 and have completed quite a few half
marathons and decided I should have a go
at my first full marathon this year.

“As I work as a musculoskeletal podia-
trist I treat a lot of runners and heard that
New York would be the best one.

“The route takes in some of the city’s
most famous landmarks, ending in Central
Park.

“Apparently, the atmosphere is terrific,
with people cheering you along, music,
entertainment and lots going on.

“I am funding my flights and accommo-
dation, so all of the money I raise will go
straight to the charity.

“I chose Bowel Cancer UK because my
uncle Tommy Fitzgerald died from the dis-
ease, and also because talking about our
bowels is something we often shy away
from and that is why it can often go undi-
agnosed, yet it is one of the most treatable
forms of cancer if caught early enough.”

As part of her training, Lindsay will be
doing the annual half marathon for the
Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital, at
Pendlebury, a race organised by Swinton
Running Club which takes place on
Sunday, September 30.

Anyone who wants to add to the spon-
sorship can contact Lindsay on her charity
website: www.justgiving.com/linzfitz.

SWINTON Open Spaces
Community
Association are staging
their delayed annual
fun day this Sunday,
September 9 from 11am
to 4pm on Swinton
Fields, at the bottom of
Campbell Road,
Swinton.

The event was can-

celled in the summer
because of the rain.

Sure to be a top
attraction is the open
dog show, with every
category catered for,
from the dog with the
waggiest tale to the
most obedient pet.

Other attractions
include, tombola stall,

craft stalls, home pro-
duce, with children’s
games, refreshments,
and music from Eccles
Brass band.

■■ Anyone wishing to
book a stall can pay
£10 on the day and
must take their own
table.
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Dog show top attraction at open day

Hot little mini to star in cavalcade

LLIINNDDSSAAYY  FFiittzzggeerraalldd,,  ffrroomm  WWaallkkddeenn,,  iinn  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ttoo  rruunn  tthhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  MMaarraatthhoonn  iinn
NNoovveemmbbeerr ECN361207A

Hot-footing to NYC
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